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1. Welcome and Meeting Opening  

Paul Matson, Chair of Swimming Wellington, declared the 118th Annual General Meeting 

of Wellington Swimming Association open. All in attendance were welcomed.   

 

Life Members Lynne Keatley, Pam Edwards, Mark Berge  

Board Allison Yannikis, Murray Pugh, Paul Matson, Brigid Borlase, Tony Rodden  

 

Staff Martyn Newman-Hall, Angus Pashley, Sharon Pippos  

 

The purpose of the AGM, the AGM information pack containing the documents for the 

AGM and voting procedures were explained. Voting was to be completed by show of 

hands. 

 

Health and Safety message was delivered to all present by Paul Matson. 

 

2. Apologies  

 

Joan Matson, Daphne MacLean, Barbara Ryan, Robyn Prior, Kevin Hill, Jill McLean, 

Deanna Wadham, Chris Dyhrberg, Henrietta Latham, Viv Morton, Kay Hudson, Paul 

Oliver, Seuga Frost. 

 

Moved that these apologies be accepted:  

Paul Matson/Murray Pugh - carried  

 

3. Roll Call of Club Delegates  

AQUAJETS   Apology    

BREAKERS   David Crampton 

CAPITAL    Mark Huttley 

CARTERTON  - 

FEATHERSTON  -    

GREYTOWN  John O’Connell 

HATAITAI   -  

HUTT   Robert Gibb 

KAPITI    Apology   

KARORI PIRATES  Janelle Harland 

MARANUI    Ron Watt 

MASTERTON  Apology  

PORIRUA    Brent Harris 

RAUMATI   Sandy Turner 

SWIMZONE RACING  Eugene Collins, Jackie Unstead-Ross 

TAWA   Hugh Allan 

UPPER HUTT  Dylan Amyes 

 

Meeting Quorum confirmed 
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4. In Memoriam 

At the request of Paul Matson, attendees were asked to stand in silence in 

remembrance of life members Jim Drummond QSM and Merle Sowry. 

 

5. Confirmation of Minutes –  

• 2018 AGM (part 1), 20 September 2018  

• 2018 AGM (part 2), 23 October 2018  

• 2019 SGM, 16 August 2019. 

 

Minutes for the two parts of the 2018 AGM and the 2019 SGM were previously circulated.  

No comments or matters were arising. 

 

Moved that the minutes of the Wellington Swimming Association Annual General Meeting 

held on the 19th September 2018 and 23 October 2018 and the 2019 SGM on 16 August 

2019 are confirmed as a true and accurate record 

          Brent Harris/Eugene Collins - Carried  

 

6. Tabling of Club Annual Financial Reports  

It was noted that Annual Financial reports had been received from all clubs except 

Aquajets. 

 

7. Annual Report 

Paul Matson walked through the main points in his Chairman’s Report: 

• offered his congratulations to Lewis Clareburt and Chelsey Edwards in their 

amazing achievements at the 2019 FINA World Games.  While it is important to 

highlight those that do well, commendation should be offered to all those who 

achieved over the year with their swimming regardless of level. 

• moving forward the challenge is to stay relevant.  Think about where swimming 

is going.  Swimming Wellington is the bridge between the Clubs in our Region 

and National High Performance. The Athlete Development Program supports 

this. 

• thanks to sponsors especially Chris at Swim T3 and the Clubs who complete a 

large majority of the work. 
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• in standing down as Board Chair, he thanked his fellow Board members for 

their efforts and support reiterating that we are all here to support the 

swimmers. 

• Greg Forsythe offered his thanks on behalf of RTOP to those who gave their 

time (especially at Meets) held over the 2018-19 membership year.  To the 

Club Officials Co-ordinators and to the Board of Swimming Wellington for their 

support. 

Moved that the Annual Report including RTOP Annual Report be approved with no 

comments made. 

          Paul Matson/Hugh Allan - Carried  

 

8. Financial Report  

 

Treasurer, Murray Pugh walked through his presentation.  Main points include: 

• small surplus for the 2018-29 membership year.  Budget predicted a $5,000 

surplus, actual was $2,500.  This is a change to the losses sustained in 

previous years. 

• A large portion of Swimming Wellington’s revenue in the 2018-19 year has 

come from securing grants from a wide group of providers.  Martyn Newman- 

Hall (Swimming Wellington General Manager) was acknowledged for his efforts 

towards attaining these Grants 

• In reviewing the 2018-19 Annual Report for Swimming NZ it is apparent that 

less revenue is being gained from membership fees and entry fees.  This is 

consistent with membership numbers decreasing in all but 2 Regions over the 

2018-19 membership year 

• In the coming 2019-20 membership year Swimming Wellington expects to see 

a slight increase in revenue and expenses with a continuation of a small 

surplus.  The Region is in a healthy financial position 

 

Comments / Queries: 

 

Mr Eugene Collins (SZR) offered his congratulations to the Board in turning around the 

Region’s financial position.  He raised a query about whether the Board were 

concerned about the reduction in Term Deposits and would this lead to lower Cash 

Reserves.  Murray Pugh replied that the Region was stable and there was no reason 

for concern.  The comment was also raised that with interest rates being so low there 

was little difference between having revenue in a term deposit yielding low amounts of 

interest or placing cash in the bank. 

 

Mr Mark Huttley (CAP) raised a query about whether having such a material 

dependency on grants raises the risk profile of this membership year.  Murray Pugh 

replied that the risk this year is better than last year as a large portion of the 

preparatory work and education of those awarding the grants has already been done. 
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Moved that the Financial Report be approved. 

          Paul Matson/Sandy Turner - Carried  

 

9. Election of Board Members 

 

Paul Matson confirmed only 4 correct nominations were received for 4 vacant positions, 

these 4 nominations being: 

 

- Chris Birkinshaw 

- Mark Watson 

- Matt Trlin 

- Murray Pugh. 

 

With this being the case, Paul asked those present at the meeting to confirm these 

appointments together. 

 

All were in favour, no vote against, decision – CARRIED 

 

10. Election of an Awards Committee Member 

 

Only 1 correct nomination was received for 1 vacant position – Viv Morton. 

 

That being the case, Paul Matson asked those present at the meeting to confirm Viv’s 

appointment and re-confirm Pam Edwards and Lynne Keatley as the Awards Committee 

for the 2019-20 membership year. 

 

All were in favour, no vote against, decision - CARRIED 

 

11. Election of a Selector 

 

No nomination was received for 1 vacant position. 

 

That being the case, Paul Matson asked those present at the meeting to re-confirm Colin 

Sasse and Robyn Prior to the Selection Panel for the 2019-20 membership year and that 

the new Swimming Wellington Board work with the Selectors to identify and appoint a third 

person. 

All were in favour, no vote against, decision - CARRIED 

 

12. New Constitution  

A new SNZ and standard regional constitution has been developed to address the 

anomalies and inconsistencies identified in the constitutions 12 months ago.  The SNZ 

constitution has been approved by regions and Swimming Wellington now seeks to 

approve the regional constitution for our region. 
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Resolution –  

“That all proposed amendments to the Swimming Wellington Constitution, as 

circulated by email from Swimming Wellington on the 19th of July, 2019, be 

approved”. 

An SGM and subsequent email vote completed on 16th of August, 2019 saw the 

Resolution not pass.  With more Clubs being present at the AGM, a second vote provided 

an opportunity to vote again. 

Moved that the Resolution above be approved 

          Paul Matson/Murray Pugh - Carried  

 

Mr Eugene Collins (SZR) distributed and raised his concerns about the constitution 

changes.  He stated the proposed changes were in breach of the Incorporated Societies 

Act and if a vote is passed, Swimming Wellington will be in breach of this Act. For this 

reason, Swimming Wellington must withdraw its motion to pass the resolution and look at 

the constitution region changes again. 

 

Ms Lynne Keatley (Life member) queried why Mr Collins had not distributed his paper 

before the AGM so others would have time to consider the material contained therein.  He 

replied he had been away from New Zealand.   

 

Mr John O’Connell (Greytown) raised his concern about Rule 16.  Why only 17 Member 

Clubs have the right to dispute but individual members of any Club cannot.  He agreed the 

constitution was not fit for passing in its current form. 

 

A Vote was called. There were materially more No votes, so the motion to pass the 

Resolution failed. 

 

13. General Business 

No further matters were notified for discussion at the AGM. 

 

14. Close Meeting 

Thank you to all those present for attending and for the support while being Swimming 

Wellington’s Board Chair.  Best wishes to the new incoming Board, please stay and enjoy 

some refreshment. 

 

AGM was closed at 7:40pm 


